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THE TIMETABLE 
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE 

ILLINOIS VALLEY DIVISION 
NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION 

Volume 41, No.3,  May 2022  
 WEBSITE:  nmra-ivd.org 

Hello IVD members, 

 Here is what has happened since our last IVD 

board meeting. 

 The May 2022 IVD Meet will be at the Com-

munity Center in Utica, IL. Check the Meet infor-

mation found in this Timetable. This meet will also be 

a memorial meet in honor of Marion Brasher. We ask 

that anyone with pictures or articles of Marion, please 

bring them to the May meet to share with the IVD 

members. We will take time to share our fond memo-

ries of Marion among our members. 

 2022 IVD Board Elections were in March with 

the following results. 

Superintendent: Jimmie Tatum 

Chief Clerk: Randy Sommers 

Trainmaster, District 2: No candidates 

Trainmaster, District 4: Larry Nelson 

We had 2 Trainmaster vacancies and had 2 IVD mem-

bers volunteer to fill those positions.  

Trainmaster, District 1: Russ Smith 

Trainmaster, District 2: Jeff Deasy 

So now we have a full board again! 

 We are looking for volunteers to help rehab the 

IVD portable layout. The trailer and modules are now 

at Dave Hawkey’s place in Hopewell. Dave will be 

scheduling days to work on the layout in the coming 

weeks, be on the look out for an email with those 

dates. This in preparation for Galesburg Railroad 

Days, for which we have been invited to bring the lay-

out to the Train Show. More information to come. 

 

 Also plan on attending the IVD Cookout at 

Peck Park in Galesburg on August 6th, this is a tenta-

tive date currently. Watch for updates in the coming 

IVD Timetable and email announcements. 

 Well, that’s all for now, until we see each other 

at the next meet. 

Highball!!! 

Jim Tatum 

IVD Superintendent 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO 
ALL MEMBERS AND     

PARTICIPANTS 

MASK MANDATE FOR  
INDOOR MEETINGS 

 With the relaxing of the mandate for wear-
ing masks while indoors by the State of Illinois, the 
Illinois Valley Division will  follow the instructions 
on mask use by the facility being used for our 
meetings. 
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2019 Illinois Valley Division, Midwest Region, NMRA 
Photos by the contributors and editor 

All rights reserved but permission will usually be granted 
Contact editor at greenriverbranch1957@gmail.com 

SUPERINTENDENT (2024) 

Jim Tatum 

(309)-547-0312  

superintendent@nmra-ivd.org 

ASST. SUPERINTENDENT  (2023) 

IVD TIMETABLE EDITOR and AP CHAIRPERSON 

Minton Dings, MMR® 

 (309)-241-4504  

greenriverbranch1957@gmail.com 

CHIEF CLERK  (2024) 

Randy Sommer 

(309)274-4563 

chief.clerk@nmra-ivd.org 

PAYMASTER (2023) 

Ken Burr 

(309)232-9202 

paymaster@nmra-ive.org  

DISTRICT 2 (Appointed) - Grundy, Livingston, 

McLean &  Woodford Co.  

Jeff Deasy 

217-836-0223 

district23@nmra-ivd.org 

DISTRICT 3 (2021) - Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall,  

Putnam & Stark Co.  (2023) 

David Hawkey  

(309)274-6150 

district3@nmra-ivd.org 

DISTRICT 5 (2021) -  Adams, Brown, Cass, Hancock, 

Logan, Mason,  McDonough, Menard, Morgan, Pike, 

Sangamon, Schuyler & Scott Co. (2023) 

Thomas Ose 

(217)483-4368 

district5@nmra.ivd.org 

 
Upcoming 2022 IVD Meetings 

Membership Meetings: 

 Division in-person meetings have now re-
sumed with the September meeting.  Membership 
meetings are held on the third Saturday of January, 
March, May, September and November at the Peoria 
Public Library, North Branch, 3001 West Grand Ave-
nue, Peoria at 1:00 pm unless otherwise announced.  
See below.  Doors open at 12 noon. 

MAY MEETING , UTICA, IL         

 The May meeting of the Illinois Valley Divi-
sion will be held as an in-person meeting, Satur-
day, May 21, 2022, at the Utica Community Hall, 
200 Mill Street, Utica, Illinois.  Meeting from 1:00 
pm to 4:00 pm.  Doors open at 12:00 noon.  Mask 
requirements unknown. 
 
Board of Directors Meetings: 

 The next Board of Directors Meeting, will be  
Sunday, June 12, 2022, 6:00 pm by Zoom.  Members 
who wish to attend need to contact Jim Tatum, Super-
intendent at the email address list  to the left of this 
page to receive the Zoom invitation. 

2022 DIVISION MEETING  
POPULAR VOTE  

CONTEST  SCHEDULE 

May 21, 2022:  Freight Cars and Dioramas—On 
 Line, Spring Valley, Illinois 

September17, 2022:   Passenger Cars and Buildings 
 On Line, Location To Be Determined 

November 19, 2022:  Steam Locomotives and 
 Dioramas—Off-Line, Location To Be Deter
 mined 

 

 

 

Year listed with title indicates the end of present term. 

PERSONAL AND BUSINESS  
ADVERTISEMENTS AVAILABLE 

Personal business sized layout ads are available to 
Illinois Divisions members temporarily at no cost. 

      Website   Timetable   Both 

Business: 
Business Card Size:   $20.00    $12.50     $30.00 
Business Card X2:     $30.00    $25.00     $45.00 

Make checks to Illinois Valley Division, NMRA. Send 
to Minton Dings, 15548 State Route 78,   Havana, IL  

DISTRICT 4 - Fulton, Henry, Knox, Mercer, Rock Island 

& Warren  Co. (2024)  

Larry Nelson 

(309)789-6447 

district4@nmra.ivd.org 

District 1—(Appointed) Peoria & 
Tazwell Counties 

Russ Smith 

309-255-2058 

district1@nmra-ivd.org 
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ALPHABET SIGNS 

by Larry Nelson 
 I like signs. Signs give a sense of time, pur-
pose, place, ownership, era, etc. Signs are nostalgic 
and bring back happy days from our past. Signs are 
everywhere you look. There are billboards, posters, 
window signs, store signs, road signs, graffiti, loading 
door signs, office signs and on and on. A layout with-
out signs looks pretty barren.  I don’t know if it is pos-
sible to have too many signs. Today I’m writing about 
one particular type of sign. This type of sign is usually 
seen on top of a business’s roofs, proclaiming here we 
are and we want to do business with you. For lack of 
anything else to call these signs, I’ll call them alpha-
bet signs because they are made up of individual let-
ters of the alphabet. In the past I have made these 
signs by printing out signs on my computer, gluing 
them to a piece of thin plywood, and cutting them out 
with a jeweler’s saw. That is probably why my mental 
state is what it is today! On my new layout I am going 
to need several of these types of signs. I don’t have 
much sanity left so I needed to find an easier way to 
do this or avoid doing it at all. My new layout is being 
designed as a switching layout. A good sign on build-
ings is essential for the switching crews to know what 
and where to place the empties and loads. 
 I went to a big box hobby store in search for 
plastic or wood alphabet letters in an appropriate size 
and style. After about a half hour of walking the 
aisles, I wasn’t able to find anything suitable. When I 
returned home I decided to try my luck on the inter-
net. Bingo! I found what I was looking for. A compa-
ny by the name of Silver Ball Designs has individual 
letters and numbers in different sizes suitable for my 
needs. These letters are laser cut from high grade 1/8 
inch plywood. They are produced in a very attractive 
font. They also said that you can contact them to get 
letters produced in other fonts if you need a certain 
font. The letters came packaged with six complete al-
phabets and number sets. I ordered two sets to get 
started. I’m sure I will be ordering additional sets as I 
build more signs. The quality is excellent. I haven’t 

found any broken or poorly cut letters. I ordered the 
3/8 inch tall letters, which in HO Scale is about 3 feet 
tall. I figured this size was just about perfect for my 
roof top signs. I will probably have extra Qs, Xs, and 
Zs if anyone can use them!   

 Construction of the signs was very simple. I 
wanted a “See Thru” sign where the individual letters 
are mounted on an open grid frame. I started the pro-
ject by preparing the letters for painting. Using double 
stick tape, on a piece of scrap paper, I spelled out the 
name. I attempted to place the letters close to the cor-
rect spacing to help with the layout of support framing 
later.  Next I picked an appropriate color of paint and 
sprayed the letters from all four angles. I used Rust-
Oleum 2X satin finish in a rattle can. The satin finish 
gives some tooth for weathering. You can use any 

paint that you think fits your project. Building the 
framework came next. I built my frame out of wood 
for two reasons. First, I like working with wood. Sec-
ond, the gluing of wood letters to wood works much 
better than the gluing wood letters to plastic or metal. 
Using another piece of scrap paper, I laid out a grid of 
lines spaced 3/8 inch apart vertically for letters. The 
horizontal spacing of the legs and center line can be 
adjusted to fit your lettering. This is where the careful 
placement of the letters for painting can be a great 
help in determining the spacing of upright supports. I 
like my end support legs to be even with the starting 
and ending letters.  You can put as many or as few 
legs as is appropriate, but don’t exceed eight feet 
apart.  These signs will have to carry a large wind load 
from the on looking model railroaders that visit your 
layout. Next, determine a center line for your letters. 
This is easy using the correctly spaced letters   
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 on your painted sheet. Just measure and divide by two.  
If you are stacking the words in the sign, like in my 
sample, just determine the centerline for each word. 
Once the centerline is determined, you can adjust the 
legs to fit the overall length of the sign. Now that you 
have determined the layout of the grid, you can start 
the actual frame construction. I mounted the letters on 
horizontal scale 2x4’s one behind the top and bottom 
of each letter. To accomplish this I used my grid as a 
guide. I stuck the horizontal 2x4s to my grid paper 
using double sided tape vertically at two or three loca-
tions. Make sure that the 2x4s are no more than 3/8 

inch apart, outside to outside.  Once they are secure 
you can start the placement of your letters. Start plac-
ing the letters from the centerline outward in each di-
rection. Glue the letters on the back side, top and bot-
tom. I use Titebond wood glue. Neatness counts here. 
Make sure the horizontal 2x4s are straight and the let-
ter is placed correctly. Gently hold the letter in place 
with a metal or wood object till the glue has taken a 
set. I count to 30 seconds. Don’t use your fingers for 
this step since they tend to stick to the letter and lift 
the letter off when you remove your finger. Ask me 
how I know! Working from the center outward, you 
will soon have you word complete. Hopefully every-
thing is straight, level, and spelled correctly. IF NOT 
START OVER!!!!! Set this aside and build a jig for 
your legs. If you are working with wood, build your 
leg jig out of styrene not wood. Wood glue doesn’t 
stick to styrene. There are many styles of supports. 
Any and all are probably acceptable, as long as they 
are uniform. This is the reason you build a jig, to keep 
everything looking even and true.   Be careful in your 
selection of lumber. It is very easy to use way too 
large of lumber for the scale you are modeling. Small-
er is almost always better than larger. Don’t worry; it 
will be stronger than you think when it is all glued to-
gether. Now that you have built your legs, it is time to 
marry the legs to the horizontal strips of letters.  Gen-

tly remove the horizontal 2x4s and letters from the 
grid sheet. You will be reattaching the letters face 
down to the grid sheet. You may need fresh double 
sided tape. When you have the letters correctly placed, 
you can start placing the legs over your vertical guide 

lines. Glue each leg to the back side of the 2x4s. Work 
carefully and make sure the top of the leg is even with 
the top of the letters and is straight up and down. Hold 
each leg in place while the glue has time to take a set. 
You are almost finished now. Some cross braces on 
the back side of the legs will greatly strengthen the 
entire structure. I hope you can use these ideas. Show 
me what you are building. 
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FENCES 

by Minton Dings, MMR 

 

The Purpose of Fences 

 Over the years I have not seen many model 
railroads which have fences.  That may be due to our 
need for and concern to compress the scenes we por-
tray.  

Fences have many purposes. In the real world, 
some fences are erected for safety, some for security 
and some to mark property boundaries. Others are 
built to contain materials, animals, and sometimes 
people.  Fences are sometimes meant to be decora-
tive.  
 I want to show some of the fences on my lay-
out, the Green River Branch, to illustrate fences as    
scenery. Most of my fences were made from commer-
cial kits. Many of these fences can be scratchbuilt. 

A Security Fence 

 The fence illustrated here represents a chain 
link fence surrounding the Kentucky Power and Light  
station. This fence was assembled from a commercial 
kit from Walthers Trains. The posts and horizontal 
rails are styrene which was painted silver. The chain 
link “fabric” is a material used for wedding vails 
called toule.  
 The posts and rails can be cut from round 
stock styrene. The outward slant ‘of the top of the 
posts can be made by melting the bend in the post 
with a quick exposure to a flame from a candle.  
There will be many posts and rails which will have to 

be cut uniformly using a cutter such as a Northwest 
Short Line Chopper. 

 

 Assembly of this fence will probably be best 
accomplished at the work bench.  I assembled my  

Presbyterian Church, Central City, Kentucky, 
Green River Branch, Illinois Central Railroad,    

August 1957 

A chain link fence at the Kentucky Power and 
Light power station at Beaver Dam 

The Northwest Short Line (NWSL) Chopper 

This fence encloses the rail yard and coal storage. 
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chain link fence in place on the layout and struggled  
to get the fabric to stretch to resemble the chain link 
material. 

A Boundary Fence 

 

 This wooden fence surrounds the engine 
maintenance facility at Central City including the 
round house, RIP track and the ash pit. This fence is 
in part a kit from Bar Mills Scale Models. This fence 
is a board-by-board assembly project. Some of the 
fence is scratchbuilt. I sometimes will buy a kit such 
as a section of this fence and then use it as a pattern 
for scratch building. Be aware that scratch building is 
not always less expensive considering the cost of the 
scale lumber. 
 

 

 

 The fence shown in the next column is similar 
to the above fence, except it uses wood panels upon 
which the name of the company is painted.  Panel 
fences can be scratchbuilt with basswood posts and 
sheet lumber cut to scale. 

Rural Livestock Fences 

 The picture below is a farm fence built to con-
tain livestock, in this case, cattle. It could be an elec-
tric fence or most likely in the 1950s a barbed wire 
fence.  It is distant enough that the barbs would 

 

Boundary fence for the Illinois Central engine 
maintenance  facility. 

 

Similar fence construction for these back yards. 

Similar construction for panel fence hiding junk in 
a scrap yard 

Wood panel fence at Popovich Pipe factory 

Barbed or electric wire fence 
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not be discernable.  For an “up close,” foreground 
fence, barbs can be applied with small applications of 
glue which will create a small evenly spaced bump on 
the wire.    
 I have yet to construct a post and cable high-
way “guardrail” commonly used in the 1950s and be-
fore.  It was posts placed along a highway which were 
painted black to the bottom and white on top connect-
ed with heavy cable.  Since I have yet to build and 
place these post and cable “fences” on the layout, I 
have no illustration. 

Decorative Fences 

 A search of the Walthers Reference Book for 
fences will show a multitude of designs.  The decora-
tive fence shown below is the only such  fence on the  

 

layout.  I wish I had, and still might, erect more deco-
rative fences at appropriate sites.  I am not sure that 
these fence designs could be scratchbuilt except by 3D 
printing. 

A Couple of More Interesting Fence Scenes   

 

 

A Final Thought 

 This brief article only touches the surface of 
the possibilities for fences as scenery.  Fences add def-
inition to the individual scenes on a layout.  Be crea-
tive and share with us your fence creations.  

The fence around the car storage lot behind the 
auto repair shop. 

The decorative fence at First Presbyterian 

A wood view block fence behind the Texaco      
station. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY  
BOXCARS AVAILABLE AT 

$10 EACH 
 The Fifty Year Anniversary cars are still avail-
able.  There are now only 41 boxcars left.  The cars 
are for sale at the division meetings and at train fairs 
The cost is reduced to $10.00 each plus shipping.  The 
cost by mail is $10.00 each plus $6.00 shipping, or 
$7.50 shipping for 2 cars or $8.50 shipping for 3 or 4 
cars.  The cars are available through Minton Dings at 
15548 State Route 78, Havana IL, 62644-6803; tele-

phone 309-241-4504, e-mail greenriverbranch1957 
@gmail.com   (Put IVD CARS in the subject line for 
easy recognition).   Make checks payable to Minton 
Dings.  The cost of the cars will be reimbursed to the 
Illinois Valley Division. 
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WHY I AM A MODEL  
RAILROADER 

by Minton Dings, MMR® 

Like many others. I have had several hobbies 
during my lifetime.  Among the hobbies have been 
hiking/backpacking/camping and skiing in the off 
season, long distance bicycling and bicycle camping, 
model ship building, and model railroading, all of 
which are expensive. 

As for an “inside” hobby and being a typical 
New England youth, I was interested in ships.  Sever-
al of the teenage boys in our neighborhood collected 
models of historic and current navy ships.  These 
were displayed proudly and became fragile dust col-
lectors.  There came a time when there was no more 
wall space for display.  Sometime during my late 
teens, I was invited by an “older” (late twenties) 
neighbor to see his trains.  It was a large three rail O 
scale layout housed in an open spaced living room, 
dining room and kitchen of an apartment next door.  It 
was a big, loud, and fast running system and I was 
awestruck.    
 Model railroading intrigued me in that it is 
modeling which does not become a static display.  
Model trains move.  They go from one place to  
another, usually with a purpose.  

Ten Reasons Model Railroading is a Dynamic 

Hobby  

 Model railroading is a multifaceted hobby. 
Ten reasons?  Maybe there are more.  

Research – Many of us at first chose a railroad be-
cause it was given to us, was available, or looked ap-
pealing.  Although there are those who are collectors 
of trains, most choose to model a railroad they ob-
served in their past or tweaked their interest due to its 
uniqueness such as narrow gauge, electrified rail-
roads, etc.  For some, research is the most interesting 
part of model railroading.  Information is available 
from libraries and now the internet.  A few never get 
to modeling for fascination with the research.  

Design – In the four places I could not build a layout, 
I was sketching designs for a hoped-for future layout.  
Truth be known, most of those sketched out plans did 
not fit what would be available in the future reality.  
But these sketched designs kept the dream alive.  
Model railroad design can be a hobby in itself. 

Carpentry - My father worked hard to support his 
family, but I do not recall seeing him using a hammer 
and /or saw, although I am sure we had both within 

the household.  I gained my woodworking/benchwork  
skills from model railroading books. 

Electrical – Again I did not learn my electrical skills 
at home.  That information also came from books and 
practice.  I now have skills to do basic wiring and 
electrical repairs in my home from skills learned by 
model railroading.   

Scenery – I am constantly amazed with the numbers 
of model railroaders who are intimidated by the 
thought of constructing scenery.  Again, there are 
many books (I have no less than 30) on how to con-
struct scenery, and even more in video and on the in-
ternet.  Google “model railroad scenery” and see how 
much is shared there. 

 Kit Building – Many of us got into model railroad-
ing to build stuff.  For me it started with simple “blue 
box” freight cars, Revell plastic buildings and then 
advanced to more extensive kits of both until I began 
building kits of wood.  The so-called craftsman kits 
were assembled and even redesigned (kitbashed) both 
in wood and plastic.  Some of the earlier kits were 
later upgraded with better detail and better perfor-
mance of locomotives, freight and passenger cars and 
appearance of structures. 

Scratchbuilding – For many the desire for specific 
structures and cars has led to designing and scratch 
building specific models of what is seen in particular 
locations and on the modeled railroad. 

 Operations – A growing number of model railroad-
ers now design their railroads for operating in the 
manner of the prototype for whatever era they are 
modeling.  Trains and individual car movements have 
a purpose.  Most operations-oriented model railroads 
are built with the goal of involving friends and other 
interested persons to be crew members functioning as 
dispatchers, yard crew, conductor and engineers to 
move trains across the railroad and to deliver and 
switch out cars. 

Sharing – Most modelers are eager to share what 
they have learned and the modeling techniques they 
have discovered.  If visiting a model railroad, do not 
be bashful about asking questions.  Most modelers  
are happy to explain.  There is always a need for 
modelers to present clinics to their division, club, or 
group.  There is also a need for written materials to be 
submitted to newsletters such as this fine publication.  
Editors are often desperate for material to include for 
sharing with their readers. 

Comradery – Lastly, but probably most important is 
the friendships which can be made with other model-
ers sharing their enthusiasm for our many faceted 
hobby. 
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2022 NMRA National 
Convention, St. Louis 

 

 

 

 

August 7—August 13, 2022 

Visit nmra.org for more information.  

 More details will appear in this newslet-
ter near the dates of this convention. 

Convention Hotel: Marriot Grand. St. 
Louis, 800 Washington Ave,                   

St. Louis, Missouri 

National Train Show:  Gateway Conven-
tion Center, Collinsville, Illinois           

August 12—14, 2022 

TRI-REGIION CONVENTION 

May 18-22, 2022 at the Marriott East Hotel Com-
plex, 7202 East 21st Street, Indianapolis 46219 

sponsored by the 

Midwest, North Central and Mid Central Regions. 
NMRA 

Registration Fee—Until 12/31/2021, $85.00 
                        01/010222—4/27/2022, $95.00 
                       4/48/2022—5/01/2022, $110.00 
Hotel per night, $126.00 (king)—$129.00 (double) 
   Plus taxes 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
Register at 

Website:  indyjunction2022   
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES  

FOR MODEL RAILRODERS 

Great Midwest Train Show reopened August 8, 
2021 at the DuPage County Fair Grounds, Wheaton, 
Illinois.  The show is now scheduled for, June 5, 
2022.  Their website did not list times or admission 
price.  Free parking and handicapped accessible. 

2022 Galesburg Railroad Days Train & Toy 
Show,  Saturday, June 25, 10 am to 4 pm and Sun-
day, June 26, 10 am to 3 pm, 2022, Knox College, T. 
Fleming Fieldhouse, 199 East Knox Street, Gales-
burg, Illinois.  300+ Train tables and 50 toy vendor 
tables.  Admission $5.00, Kids under 12 free.  Free 
parking and shuttle service to and from downtown 
attractions.  Handicap Accessible.   

31st Annual Rail Fair,  Saturday, July 16, 2022, 10 
am to 4 pm, held at Copeland Park, Rose & Clinton 
Streets, La Crosse, Wisconsin.  Admission $5.00, 
children under 12 free.  Free parking and handi-
capped accessible.   

Spring Creek Railroad, A live Steam Railroad, 7-
1/2 gauge RR club, Antique Tractor and Steam 
Show, Last weekend in September, life steam and 
diesel locomotive show, 23290 Spring Creek Road, 
Washington, Illinois.  No times, admission, parking 
or handicap accessibility  information available 

Pacific Eagles Train Show, Saturday September 24, 
2022, 10 am to 3 pm, 707 West Congress Street, Pa-
cific, Missouri.  Admission $4.00, kids 12 and under 
free.  No parking or handicap accessibility infor-
mation provided. 

31st Annual Greater St. Louis Metro Area Train 
Show, Saturday, October 8, 10 am to 4 pm and Sun-
day, October 9, 10 am, to 3 pm, 2022, Kirkwood 
Community Center, 111 South Geyer Road, Kirk-
wood, Missouri.  Admission for adults, $7.00.  All 
kids 12 and under are free.  Free parking and handi-
capped accessible.  

4th Annual Sherman Scale Train Show, Sunday, 
October 16, 2922, 10 am to 3 pm, Sherman Athletic 
Club, 300 South First Street, Sherman, Illinois.  Ad-
mission $5.00, children under 10 free.  Early Bird 
Admission at 9 am, $10.00.  Free parking and handi-
capped accessible.  

Peoria Train Fair, Sunday, November 20, 2022, 10 
am to 3 pm.  Illinois Central College, IL Rt. 24, I 
mile east of IL Rt. 116, East Peoria, Illinois.  Admis-
sion, Adult donation of $3.00, children under 12 free 
with an adult.  Free parking and handicap accessible. 

La Crosse’s 30th Annual Great Tri-State Rail 
Sale, Saturday, January 28, 2023, 9 am to 3 pm, La 
Crosse Center, 2nd and Pearl Streets, La Crosse, WI.  
Admission:  $5.00, Child under 12 free.   

Pacific Eagles Train Show, Saturday, February 18, 
2023 24, 2022, 10 am to 3 pm, 707 West Congress 
Street, Pacific, Missouri.  Admission $4.00, kids 12 
and under free.  No parking or handicap accessibility 
information provided. 

  

 

Hobby Shop Information: 

 Green River Hobbies has moved to 119 

West Exchange Street, Geneseo, Illinois 

ILLINOIS VALLEY DIVISION 
ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM   

 Following the passing of Marion Brasher, 
his records of the division Achievement Program 
have not been found.  The search continues 
through contact with those who are handling Mar-
ion’s estate. 
 In the meantime, a new file of Achieve-
ment Program records is being established.  
Members of the division who have completed, 
judged, and signed paperwork showing their work 
towards earning a certificate(s) should contact 
Minton Dings, MMR,  Achievement Program 
chairperson, with copies of work completed to 
establish the new record. 
 If Marion’s records are found, they will be 
digitalized and combined with the information 
gathered through this search.  Volunteer hours 
toward the Volunteer Certificate may be the most 
difficult to verify.   Contact Minton at 309/241-
4504 or 15548 SR 78, Havana, IL  62644 or 
greenriverbranch1957@gmail.com. 

IMPORTANT:  Members who wish to have 
their work evaluated for credit toward their 
chosen certificate during a division meet, needs 
to contact Minton prior to the meeting to ar-
range for the judging team members to be pre-
sent.  See above for contact information. 
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GREEN RIVER BRANCH 
Kentucky Division 

Illinois Central Railroad, 1957 

Minton Dings, MMR® 
15548 State Route 78 

Havana, Illinois  62644 
(309)241-4504 

Affiliated with: 
Illinois Valley Division, NMRA 
National Model Railroad Association 
Illinois Central Historical Society 
Illinois Central Historical Association 
GM&O Historical Association 
Real Rail, Bradenton, Florida 

e-mail:  greenriverbranch1957@gmail.com 

0   50 
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IVD TIMETABLE 
Minton Dings, MMR 
15548 State Route 78 
Havana, Illinois  62644-6803 
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