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Hello IVD members,

·

Trainmasters needed:

Here is what has happened since our last IVD
board meeting. Not new information, but we will continue to hold IVD Meets virtually online.

o District 1
o District 2
o District 5

During the May Meet we will have virtual layout tours again. We are looking for a few layouts to
highlight during the meet. This would require you to
have either a webcam you can move around the layout
or you can use your Smart Phone with the Zoom app
installed. If you are interested in participating or need
further information, please contact Dave Hawkey. His
contact information is on the 2nd page of this newsletter.

It is with great sadness to report, we have lost
another wonderful IVD Member. NMRA family
member Karen Dings passed away on April 16th after a
long battle. If you had the pleasure to meet and get to
know Karen, you know she was a wonderful person
and the supportive wife of Minton Dings. She continually encouraged Minton to pursue his interests in model railroading and pushed him to getting his Master
Model Railroader certificate. Anyone having the privi2021 IVD Board Elections were in March with lege to have met Karen and get to know her, is a much
better person for that.
the following results.
Assistant Superintendent: Minton Dings

Well, that’s all for now, until we see each other
at the next meet.

Paymaster: Ken Burr

Highball!!!

Trainmaster, District 1: No candidate

Jim Tatum

Trainmaster, District 3: Dave Hawkey
Trainmaster, District 5: No candidate

NOTE TO IVD TIMETABLE SUBSCRIBERS:

Again, at this time, we are not planning on
anything for the near future, as we do not know where
this pandemic will have us in the next 3 or 4 months.
But we will continue to hold virtual meetings for the
time being. Hopefully we can plan a summer cookout,
but we will see and monitor the conditions if that is
possible.

Due to the uncertainty of scheduling of any
Illinois Valley Division events caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, subscribers will be notified
of changes to scheduling and division membership
opportunities by a postcard.
Minton Dings, Assistant Superintendent
Editor, THE IVD TIMETABLE

Also, if there is membership interest, we may
start hosting Virtual Super Clinics. This would be like
the Arduino and Super Tree Super Clinics we hosted
prior to the pandemic. Please let us know if this would
interest you.
As a reminder, we still have a few IVD board
positions that need volunteers to fill. We need the following positions and if you are interested, please reach
out to me and we will get you appointed and your secret decoder ring and show you the secret handshake.
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DIVISION OFFICERS

Upcoming 2021 IVD Meetings

SUPERINTENDENT (2022)
Jim Tatum
(309)-547-0312
superintendent@nmra-ivd.org
To Be
Appointed

IVD Superintend
ent

Membership Meetings:
Although division in-person meetings are now
on hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic, when regular meetings resume, membership meetings will be
held on the third Saturday of January, March, May,
September and November at the Peoria Public Library, North Branch, 3001 West Grand Avenue, Peoria at 1:00 pm. Doors open at 12 noon.

ASST. SUPERINTENDENT (Appointed) (2023)
IVD TIMETABLE EDITOR
Minton Dings, MMR®
(309)-241-4504
greenriverbranch1957@gmail.com

Meeting Schedule and Contests:

CHIEF CLERK (Appointed) 2022
Randy Sommer
(309)274-4563
chief.clerk@nmra-ivd.org

MAY MEETING
The May meeting of the Illinois Valley Division will be held as a digital/virtual meeting via
Zoom. Instructions to log into the meeting, May
15, 1:00 pm, will given by Jim Tatum, Superintendent and Webmaster, to your e-mail address registered with the NMRA, the same address to which
this newsletter is sent to you.

PAYMASTER (2023)
Ken Burr
(309)232-9202
paymaster@nmra-ive.org

If your e-mail address changes, the NMRA
needs to be informed of the change by e-mailing
nmra.org.

TRAINMASTERS
To Be
Appointed

DISTRICT 1 (2023) - Peoria & Tazewell Co.

Board of Directors Meetings:

Next BoD Meeting, Sunday, June 13, 6 pm.
To Be
Appointed

DISTRICT 2 (2022) - Grundy, Livingston, McLean &
Woodford Co.

Board of Directors meetings are being held by
the Zoon computer/video conference format until regular meetings can be resumed. If you as a member of
the division desires to attend the digital/virtual meeting of the board, contact Jim Tatum, Superintendent,
for instructions. More information will be available
in the newsletter when available.

DISTRICT 3 (2021) - Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall,
Putnam & Stark Co. (2023)
David Hawkey
(309)274-6150
district3@nmra-ivd.org

TENTATIVE 2021 DIVISION
MEETING POPULAR VOTE
CONTEST SCHEDULE

DISTRICT 4 (20202 - Fulton, Henry, Knox, Mercer,
Rock Island & Warren Co. (2022)
Jeremy Bubb
(309)-221-7865
district4@nmra-ivd.org

Popular vote contests are suspended until the division begins to resume in-person meetings.

DISTRICT 5 (2021) - Adams, Brown, Cass, Hancock,
To Be
Logan, Mason, McDonough, Menard, Morgan, Pike,
Appointed
Sangamon, Schuyler & Scott Co. (2023)

IVD ANNUAL PICNIC
The dates and times of the annual picnic
will be determined by the State of Illinois
guidelines on group meetings. Members
will be updated by newsletter, website, email or post cars.

Year listed with title indicates the end of present term.
2019 Illinois Valley Division, Midwest Region, NMRA
Photos by the contributors and editor
All rights reserved but permission will usually be granted
Contact editor at greenriverbranch1957@gmail.com
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MARION BRASHER, MMR®

From the NMRA Bulletin, June 2006

Marion Brasher
Master Model Railroader, #370

Marion with the NMRA President’s Award
presented to him at the 2019 NMRA National
Convention in Salt Lake City for his contribution to the NMRA, the Illinois Valley Division
and the model railroading hobby.
On March 10, 2021, Marion passed away following a long illness. We lost a friend, mentor and leader in
the Illinois Valley Division. Marion was one of the
founding members of the Division in 1964. Over the
years he provided leadership to the division as the superintendent and to the Midwest Region of the National
Model Railroad Association as the president.
Steve Studley, current President of the Midwest
Region, stated that Marion mentored many modelers
over the years. He was an excellent and prolific photographer, winning many awards at regional photo contests.
As stated in his obituary, “He will be greatly missed in
the model railroad community.”
I first met Marion at the Peoria Train Fair while I
was living within the then defunct Capital Division. He
invited me to attend the Illinois Valley Division meets.
Over the years he became a very good friend and mentor.
I spent many hours in his shop in Spring Valley absorbing information on the craft of model railroading. He is
one of two people I credit for my becoming a Master
Model Railroader®. - Minton Dings, Editor
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I have been told that my fascination with
trains began when I was around four years old.
My uncle ran a fruit distribution business and
would many times take me to ride along on the
truck with him. He received his produce shipments at the Rock Island team track in town, and
if things worked out, I got a chance to ride in the
locomotive while the crew was going about their
switching duties.
For entertainment on summer evenings
during the war years, I would go down to the
Rock Island Depot and watch the three scheduled
passenger trains arrive and depart. If one was
late, I “had” to stay until it finally arrived. My
first electric train came one Christmas when I
was five years old; it was a MARX. This would
have to make do until later in my life. In high
school, my teacher could get American Flyer
wholesale, so I graduated to S-gauge. This lasted
only about two years, though, because then I discovered HO.
I joined the NMRA in 1955 and began
attending Midwest Regional Conventions. My
first National was Indianapolis where I met Paul
Shimada, Faith Rider, and Rocella Nash. These
people got me involved with the NMRA. In
1964, I was one of the individuals involved with
the formation of the Illinois Valley Division of
the Midwest Region. After serving three terms as
division superintendent, I was later elected Division Director at Large. Additionally, I once
served a term as President of the Midwest Region.
Way back in the 1960s, I began to get involved with the NMRA’s Achievement Program.
My goal when I started was to be MMR #100.
Somewhere along the way, though, job priorities
seemed to interfere with the achievement of that
goal—teach Industrial Arts, Driver Education and
serving as Yearbook and Photography Advisor
began to take up most of my free time.
Over the ensuing years, Bill Ehlert, Al
Potts and MWR chairman, John Mann, were continually after me to finish a long ago started, but
never finished, project in order to obtain my final
A. P. Certificate to meet the requirements of becoming an MMR. So, after eighteen years, that
project, begun back in the 1960s, was just recently completed, making me, finally, eligible to attain the status of Master Model Railroader. I
would be remiss if I did not thank them all for all
Continued on Page 4

Marion Brasher, MMR #370, June 2006 Continued all the time and money you have spent, tell me why
you will not do this. And, I don’t want to hear that
of their encouragement and support. The list of my
you just don’t want to do it.!” I had no answer. I
A. P. awards obtained include those in the areas of
will miss her greatly. Minton Dings, MMR®
Motive Power, Scenery, Civil Engineer, Electrical,
Engineer, Chief Dispatcher, Association Official, Association Volunteer, and Model Railroad Author.
Since I retired from teaching several years
OPERATIONS: YOU MIGHT
back, I have acquired more free time and consequently, I have become more involved in the Midwest ReLIKE IT
gion. Additionally, I was re-elected as Superintendent
by Marion Brasher, MMR®
of the Illinois Valley Division after a 30 year interlude.
During his confinement at home, without a
Over the years I have been in the hobby, I have
driver’s
license, he told me that he would wake up
opened up my model railroad to church, school, and
scouting groups. In addition, I have given prototype about 2 am. So, he began to write articles which he
sent to me. Therefore, Marion’s Wanderings articles
and modeling related presentations to a number of
church and civic groups, as well as to various regions will appear for a few more issues of THE TIMETAand divisions within the NMRA. Since retirement, I BLE. Minton Dings, Editor.
also own a model railroad shop where my philosophy
The NMRA was formed to make various
is to primarily run it as a service to the hobby. I do all manufacturers products compatible with others in the
these things as a way to try to give back a bit of what field through standards and recommended practices.
others in model railroading and the NMRA have so
It has a secondary job, that of a social organization.
generously given to me for over fifty years.
The NMRA lists a number of reasons to be a member,
most of the list is for social activities.
A Personal Note:
Operation is a social activity. Have you tried
Over the years I have had the opportunity to parLOSS OF ANOTHER MEMBER it?
ticipate. The layouts ranged from simple to very exKAREN DINGS
tensive operations. My first experience was on Curt
Samuel’s Red Rock Western. It was a couple of loops
Karen Dings, my wife and chief supporter of
of track around a room. He had a number of indusmy model railroad hobby and my participation in the tries to be switched. Each industry had a set of dediIllinois Valley Division, passed away in our home
cated cars. In a session he had three sets of cars to be
April 16, 2021 after a three and half battle with canrun several trips around the room and then switched
cer.
out. The picked up cars would be run several times
Karen knew that I was a model railroader prior around the layout in the opposite direction and
to our marriage thirteen years ago. Yet, her image of switched into the yard. Then the three sets of cars
a model railroad was one that ran under a Christmas
started the procedure over.
tree once a year. The day after our wedding in 2008, I
Curt was a paint salesman from Central Iowa.
presented a clinic at a meet in Moline (and our marDuring a week on the road, he would visit Dealer’s
riage survived). During the layout tour she, for the
Supply in Des Moines and come home with the latest
first time, saw a basement sized layout. Only them
in the model railroad industry. Two of note were
did she realize the extent of the hobby and got a
GE’s Astrac, a DC type of control and KD manumatic
glimpse of the railroad which would soon run under couplers. My friend Ron and I quickly sold off 150
our home. She supported it whole-heartedly.
pair of the old KD’s through an RMC ad.
Karen and Marion Brasher were the two who
Curt was always ahead of the game. He needare mostly responsible for my becoming a Master
ed more track on which to run. His wife had to attend
Model Railroader®. Following the first division meet a convention. Soon after she left, a plumber came in
in Havana, my layout was open on the tour. When
and moved the laundry upstairs. Soon the area had
Marion viewed the layout, he commented that I had
new benchwork and track down. He gained about fifmost of my work done, excepting the paperwork, to
ty feet of running track, more switching and a surprise
become an MMR. My history of being ADD has
for his wife. We had a group of eight to ten attend
caused my life to be made up of lists and goals to stay that first Saturday run.
on track. I was determined that my hobby would not
The second railroad I operated regularly was
do that to me. So, I told Marion that I was not intereighty miles away. Clyde Fazenbacker was from
ested. After everyone had left, Karen confronted me
with, “With all you know about model railroading and
Continued on Page 5

WANDERINGS
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COMMAND STATION
COOLING FAN

Marion Brasher’s Wanderings, Continued

Marengo, Illinois and ran twice a month. His Lake
Erie Western ran around the basement several times.
At the sky level was a staging yard. You had to stand
on a ladder to pick up your train. The run ended several inches from the floor. It took a large crew of fifteen to twenty to operate. He had rules to follow. If
you broke one it would cost you a from a nickel to a
quarter fine. After the session was over, we went out
for pizza on the fine receipts.
Roger Kujawa’s Atlantic and Great Western
was another to operate regularly that I attended. Initially it was a modest size operation. At an IVD meet,
Roger said he was going to dig out the crawl space.
The next visit we found an addition to his house. Today the A&GW fills the entire basement. Over the
years he had the “battleship,” a movable yard for ends
of the run. As he progressed the ship would move.
A crew of about eight could run that railroad.
Roger used a simple car movement system. Using the
last number on a car determined whether it was set
out, picked up or held. An example would be 1-2-3
for pick up, 4-5-6 for hold and 7-8-9-0 for set out.
With each session he would change the numbers.
There were no cards to handle. Like cars could be
switched, depending on the car number. Today he has
a finely tuned operation.
I have had the opportunity to operate on a large
number of model railroads. I have operated on Allen
McClelland’s Virginia & Ohio (V&O), Gil Frotage’s
Stoney Creek Western, the MR&T of Model railroader Magazine fame and many others. Operation has
allowed me to meet many fine people over the years.

by Larry Nelson
I, like the rest of you, am experiencing a whole
new life style during this Covid 19 outbreak. My
whole world has changed. I miss the social life with
all my railroad buddies, not to mention all my other
friends. Thanks to telephones, snail mail, and the internet we aren’t totally isolated. However, I have a lot
of empty space that needs to be filled on my calendar.
I haven’t had a home layout, other than simple
loops on top of my ping pong table, since I’ve been
married. My kids and grandkids like to run trains
when they visit. My railroading has been on club layouts and building structures, engines, rolling stock,
etc. for those layouts and for myself and friends.
My wife is a fantastic gardener, and she has
kept me somewhat busy during the Covid epidemic.
We recently went on a shopping spree to our favorite
garden nursery. My wife wanted a couple large blue
ceramic pots for certain spots in her flower gardens.
Well, needless to say, two was not nearly enough. By
the end of the day we had a few pots, and of course
you can’t go to a nursery without buying some plants.
On the way home I told her that I would need to buy a
locomotive or two to catch up with her spending. I
don’t need any more locomotives!!! A week or two
later we were kidding about her extravagant spending
on her gardens. I mentioned to her that I have been
thinking about building a point to point layout. Much
to my surprise, she thought that was a great idea.
September 2nd I started moving furniture and
clearing a spot for my new railroad. I purchased four
new storage cabinets to go with the four that I already
had. These cabinets are 42 inches tall, and I built the
bench work on top of them. I needed more storage
space, and at my age I don’t ever want to crawl under
a layout again. The bench work consisted of 1 x 4
framing with ½ inch plywood covered with 1 inch extruded foam board. I built and painted the backdrop
(twice) and attached it to the wall with mirror clips.
Why did I paint the backdrop twice? Sometimes my
great ideas aren’t so great. The first time I used ¼ inch
foam board, the kind used in picture framing. When
you paint foam board it will warp. The second time I
used ¼ inch Masonite. Much better!!!! I’m currently
working on wiring for DCC and for one 110 volt outlet. I will be using Digitrax since that is what I am familiar with. This cooling system article, however, is
applicable to most DCC systems. Command stations
generate heat, and this heat can cause your system to
shut down at the most inconvenient time, like right in

Thank you NMRA!

A NOTE OF THANKS
To the Illinois Valley Division and the
Board of Directors
Thank you for the flowers for
Marion. The Illinois Valley Division
was close to Marion’s heart. He was
instrumental in it starting in 1964.
Marion told me he would wake up in
the wee hours with ideas to write for
the IVD. Reminds me of other
“artists” that did the same. Thank you.
Ed Brown, his close friend.

Continued on Page 6
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Command Station Cooling Fan from Page 5

x25mm, rated at 12 volts. A simple 12 volt wall wart
transformer runs it perfectly. It will also run on 9
volts. I chose 9 volts for two reasons, first it runs
slower and second it is quieter which will also make it
last much longer. I also had a 9 volt wall wart on hand
that needed a job. The enclosure is cobbled together
with 1/8 inch
basswood, but
could be
made out of
other materials such as
tin, plywood,
styrene, etc.
The fan I
chose is so
smooth running that after
a half hour test run it was still sitting in the exact same
spot. I was worried that I might need to secure it to the
command station, but that won’t be necessary. In the
process of testing it I managed to get my finger into
the flesh eating fan blades. I now have an eBay cooling fan guard ordered so that won’t happen again!!!!!!
I advise you to do the same. On the intake side of the
housing I made an extension to hold a piece of air filter in place. I simply cut a piece of filter material to
size and fit it in place. This will lessen the amount of
dust build up on the fan blades and cooling fins.

the middle of an operating session. My layout is not a
large system compared to some, however, I felt that while
I am wiring everything up, I should
take care of the cooling system now instead of in the middle
of an operating session. My command
station is rated at five
amps peak, but under
constant use it’s rated at three amps. If not properly
cooled, heat can build up and trip the thermal breaker,
not good if I decide
to run several of
my old power hogging Athaern locomotives.
There are several ways to improve
cooling. Be aware
of nearby heat
sources such as registers or hot lights,
etc. Use a small
household fan or
hang a computer fan on the cooling fins on the back of
the command station. I opted to build a small box like
structure which would direct all of the air toward the
cooling
fins. The
top was
left open
to allow
heat to
escape.
The fan
that I used
was purchased on eBay for
about eight dollars.
There are cheaper
fans available, but I
chose one that has
ball bearings rather
than sleeve bearings. You could also
steal a fan from an
old unused computer waiting to be recycled. The size I
chose was 80 x 80

I enjoyed building this command station cooling
fan. It didn’t cost much, and I’m very satisfied with
the results. The wall wart is plugged into the same
power strip used to power the command station, etc.
so that it automatically comes on when I power up the
layout. All in all this was a fun useful project. If this is
something you need and can use, I hope this has been
helpful. Let me know how it has worked for you.
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BUILDING CAR KITS
FROM OLDEN DAYS
By Minton Dings, MMR®

An example of manufacturer consolidation of
old kits is Rick Steel of La Belle Woodworking Company who has purchased tools, materials and remaining stock for Ye Olde Huff & Puff, Silver Streak,
Mainline Models, Steward Products and Red Ball. I
am certain these kits are updated but still remain the
basic wood kits they have always been. The updates I
have seen in La Belle kits has been in the use of water
slide decals in the place of dry transfer decals.
How Old?

Determining the age of many of the kits is difficult in that their manufacturers are no longer in existence. One sure indicator of the date of the age of the
kit is the address of the manufacturer. The five-digit
zip code system went into effect in 1963. Generally,
the instructions for the kits have the address of the
manufacturer and generally kits without zip codes in
the manufacturer’s address are at least 55 years old.
Knowing the history of the manufacturer helps also in
determining the age.
Sometimes the relative age of the kit can be
estimated by the smell when the box is opened. Kits
stored over the decades tend to take on a musty smell
My Stash of 1940s, 1950sand Early 1960s Freight
as the kit boxes and contents age. Surprisingly, the
and Passenger Car Kits
kits are usually in excellent condition. Yet, many kits
will be in less than pristine condition because the former owner started the kit and either put it aside due to
In the Old Olden Days
the lack of skill needed to complete the kit or it beAs many of us know, there was a time when all came part of an estate sale prior to its completion.
Obviously, some kits are a repair job as much as they
items used on a model railroad werescratchbuilt.
Scratchbuilt items included freight and passenger cars, are a build project. Be aware, most of these kits come
without trucks and couplers. Sometimes the prior
structures, track, scenery, locomotives and even sysowner purchased trucks and couplers and the trucks
tems to provide electric power to the tracks.
Maybe the first category of the above to fall to and couplers are a bonus in the kit.
the lure of purchasing manufactured items was locoCollecting Old Kits
motives. From there, in the thoughts of many, the
Over the ears I have been seeking out these old
hobby went downhill with the availability of assemcar kits for a time when I would no longer be able to
bled items and kits consisting of wood, pasteboard and
construct wood structure kits for my layout because
metal and finally, of all things, plastic. Surely the
there no longer be any room for them. Along with
hobby was dead.
scratchbuilding, they would provide a means for me to
I have an older friend, fellow Illinois Valley
continue to model in wood.
Division member and Master Model Railroader® who
It became my habit to visit model railroad hobonly models in wood, deliberately avoiding the use of
by shops in cities I visited. I would search out their
plastic. All in fun (I think), I have been chided for in“old” wood freight and passenger car kits which most
cluding a convenient plastic part to a scratchbuild
modern modelers would no longer purchase. Generalstructure I have built.
ly, I purchased these kits for $5.00 or less. Train fairs
Looking through the boxes stacked in the
was also a good source. Some of the 114 car kits in
above photograph of this article are companies which
my possession came secondhand. Some of the car kits
are no longer in business, some which have been inin my possession were given to me as castaways.
corporated into companies which would not be recogIn coming issues of THE TIMETABLE I will
nized by another name and a few which are still prohave “show and tell” articles on building the old kits.
ducing the same kits as produced in an earlier age with
They can be upgraded to look as good as modern kits.
a few modern refinements.
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FROM THE NMRA DISPATCH, 2021, #1
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT:
Spam Button Misuse
It has come to the attention of the IT department that many
NMRA members do not receive NMRA email publications such as
Turntable, eBulletin, and Dispatch because OTHER members use the
Spam button.

If the publication is not of interest, simply delete it. If you no
longer want to receive any NMRA email publication, please use the
Unsubscribe link, which is safe and secure. Never use the Spam or
Junk button. If too many people do this, service providers such as Yahoo will block all people from ever seeing the emails. Most NMRA
members want to keep in touch. Don’t ruin it for them.
Please note that Unsubscribe will apply to all NMRA email publications, including Turntable, eBulletin, special eBulletins and Dispatch.
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR MODEL RAILRODERS

50TH ANNIVERSARY
HOPPER AND BOXCARS
AVAILABLE AT $10 EACH

Great Midwest Train Show will reopen Sunday,
August 8, 2021 at the DuPage County Fair
Grounds, Wheaton, Illinois. The show is scheduled
for September 12, October 10, November 14 and
December 12. Website did not list times or admission price. Free parking and handicapped accessible.

The Fifty Year Anniversary cars are still
available. There are now only 12 hoppers and 50
boxcars left. Both cars are for sale at the division
meetings and train fairs The cost is reduced to $10.00
each plus shipping. The cost by mail is $10.00 each
plus $6.00 shipping, or $7.50 shipping for 2 cars or
$8.50 shipping for 3 or 4 cars. The cars are also now
available through Minton Dings at 15548 State Route
78, Havana IL, 62644-6803; telephone 309-241-4504,
e-mail greenriverbranch1957@gmail.com (Put
IVD CARS in the subject line for easy recognition).
Make checks payable to Minton Dings. The cost of
the cars will be reimbursed to the Illinois Valley Division.

Franklin Train Show, Saturday-Sunday, May 1516, 2021, 10am to 3pm, Johnson County Fairgrounds, 250 Fairgrounds Street, Franklin, Indiana.
Admission $3.00 per adult or $5.00 per family.
NMRA members free with membership card.
Masks required, hand sanitizer stations available,
and contact tracing. Handicapped accessible.
Sherman Train Show, Saturday, June 5, 2021
10am to 3pm, Sherman Athletic Club, 300 South
First Street, Sherman, Illinois. Admission $5.00,
Children Under 10 free, $10.00 Early Bird admission at 9am. Free parking, handicapped accessible.
2021 Galesburg Railroad Days Train & Toy
Show, Saturday, June 26, 9am to 4pm, Sunday,
June 27, 10am to 3pm, Knox College T. Fleming
Fieldhouse, 199 West Knox Street, Galesburg, Illinois. Admission $5.00, children under 12 free.
Early bird admission $10, 8:30 am Saturday only.
Free parking, handicapped accessible.
Springfield Train Fair,
The Springfield (Illinois) Train Fair, which is
normally held in March of each year, did not have a
an event again this year. The Orr Building on the
State of Illinois Fairgrounds has not been reopened
for public use. Illinois also had a 250 person limit
for group gatherings. Future limits have made the
scheduling of the train fair uncertain.
This newsletter, The Timetable, will publish
updates on the Springfield Train Fair schedule for
2022 when available.

PERSONAL AND BUSINESS
ADVERTISEMENTS AVAILABLE
Personal business sized layout ads are available to
Illinois Divisions members temporarily at no cost.

An Area Wide Check for Activities

Website Timetable Both

Business:
Business Card Size: $20.00 $12.50 $30.00
Business Card X2: $30.00 $25.00 $45.00
Make checks to Illinois Valley Division, NMRA. Send
to Minton Dings, 15548 State Route 78, Havana, IL
62644-6803

A check with the Model Railroader
Magazine’s website shows no upcoming
events are yet listed in the new Trains.com
site. It is listed as “coming soon.”
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FUTURE NMRA CONVENTIONS
Midwest Region Convention,
Rockford, Illinois

NMRA National Convention
July 4-11, 2021
Santa Clara, California

CANCELLED
The planned Spring Convention planned for
May 20-23 and rescheduled for September 16—19,
2021 has been cancelled due to uncertainty about
participant safety and allowable meeting limits.

TRI REGIION CONVENTION

CANCELLED

May 18-22, 2022 at the Marriott East Hotel Complex, in Indianapolis, IN sponsored by the
Midwest, North Central and Mid Central Regions.

THE VERY LAST CALL—
OLD MAGAZINES
AVAILABLE—FREE

Over several years I have inherited about
18 boxes of old railroad and model railroad magazines which need to find new homes or be recycled. These include Rail Classics, 1976—1981,
1983—1985; Rail News, 1994—1997; Railroad,
1976–1985; Railfan and Railroad, 1992—1995; ;
Diesel Era, 1992—1995; Extra 200 South, Issues
35—44, 56—58, 60-107, 118, 120, 122; CTC
Board, Pacific Rail News, Vintage Rails and more
from the 70s to 2000s. There are vast numbers of
Model Railroader, Trains, and Railroad Model
Craftsman which have not been inventoried yet
(and may not ever be). I need the storage space
and this is a limited time offer before being recycled. If interested, contact me soon.
—Minton Dings

2022 NMRA National
Convention, St. Louis
August 7—August 15, 2022
Visit nmra.org for more information.
More details will appear in this newsletter
near the dates of this convention.
This is a rescheduling of the cancelled 2020
convention due to the pandemic.
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GREEN RIVER BRANCH
Kentucky Division
Illinois Central Railroad, 1957
Affiliated with:

Illinois Valley Division, NMRA
Minton Dings, MMR® National Model Railroad Association
Illinois Central Historical Society
15548 State Route 78 Illinois Central Historical Association
Havana, Illinois 62644 GM&O Historical Association
(309)241-4504
RealRail, Bradenton, Florida

e-mail: greenriverbranch1957@gmail.com

THIS SPECE IS AVAILABLE FOR
MEMBERS TO ADVERTISE THEIR
PERSONAL LAYOUT OR MODEL
RAILROAD RELATED BUSINESSES
TO SUBMIT AN AD:

Contact the editor from the information in the
ad above.
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IVD TIMETABLE
Minton Dings, MMR
15548 State Route 78
Havana, Illinois 62644-6803

FIRST CLASS MAIL
Postmaster:
Return Service Requested

ILLINOIS VALLEY DIVISION
VIRTUAL MEET
Saturday, May 15, 1 pm

Presented Over Zoom on the
Internet
To Your Device:
Computer, Tablet or
Smart Phone
There will be a
Division Informational Meeting
Followed by Clinics and
Virtual Layout Tours

Instructions for Joining the Meeting
will be made available on the
Website and through Digital
Announcement
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