
1 

 

THE TIMETABLE  
O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  

 

ILLINOIS VALLEY  
DIVISION  

N A T I O N A L  M O D E L  R A I L R O A D  A S S O C I A T I O N  

  Vo l u m e  3 5 ,  N o . 4 ,  September 2016 
WEBSITE:   nmra- ivd.org  

Greetings Fellow Modelers, 

 Didn’t we have fun in Spring Valley in May.  
Thanks go to those who donated door prizes, food, put 
on the clinics and opened their layouts for us.  Jim Ta-
tum showed us how to make better model photos and 
Scott Willoughby inspired us to make what is new to 
look old by weathering.  (It amazes me that when a mod-
el is weathered, telling the owner it is the ugliest thing 
ever seen, they smile and say, “Thank you!”)  Then we 
were able to go to Marion’s, Scott’s, and Jim Carrow’s 
layouts.  We appreciate all the sharing. 
 I went to my first NMRA National Convention in 
July in Indianapolis.  Many of our IVD members made 
the journey there too.  Because I wanted to be home for 
July 4th and I needed the extra time to put finishing 
touches on my models, I left Tuesday morning early and 
drove over.  That was the key to going, the ability to 
drive there.  I figure it is hard to take models on an air-
plane.  I was able to enter two models for judging.  I did 
find that the judging was fair but tough.  It is a different 
level of competition and I was proud to participate.  
There were five teams of judges, each team responsible 
for only one aspect of the model (conformance, detail, 
finish, etc.) and at the end the points were totaled.  I did 
well, but was a little disappointed that I didn’t get a Mer-
it Award for either model.  But my modeling improves 
with each passing day and I will be back with more mod-
els. 
 During the convention, I toured my second steel 
mill.  The Steel Mill Special Interest Group (SIG) took 
us to Nucor Steel in Crawfordsville, Indiana, who put on 
a good show for us.  They treated us with great concern 
for our safety and we were able to take photos outside 
only but they showed us their rail operations with plenty 
of time for questions.  Everywhere we went inside the 
steel mill was orange, glowing, hot metal, slag, or spare 
parts.  It was all amazing and well worth the time be-
cause I teach about steel making in my job and seeing it 
firsthand will strengthen my delivery.  One of the com-
ments a SIG leader made was that a rolling mill in HO 
scale would still be 26 feet long.  Not many of our base-
ments could tolerate that so we have “selective compres-
sion.”   

 They could make many types of steel and sizes of 
sheets; depending on who was getting the batch (called a 
“heat”)…automotive, appliances, or construction.  The 
steel was in coils, like we see on our flat cars and gondo-
las.  Once it gets to the customer it is unrolled, straight-
ened and annealed to become workable.  Then it is 
stamped into shape or sheared or machined to become 
clothes washers  dish washers, auto fenders, hoods or 
locomotive or freight car skins, or round steel for nuts 
and bolts.  Other information that was shared centered on 
the fact that the Germans tried rolling steel in the 1860s 
but it didn’t work because the steel kept fracturing on the 
edges.  Someone from the paper industry recognized the 
solution in the 1920s and things took off.  I was amazed 
first that the Germans didn’t succeed as they are known 
as great industrialists, and second that it took 60 years to 
solve the problem.  I do love it when a problem is solved 
by one person with feet in two different areas.  Having 
the Steel Mill SIG involved in the tour was another of 
those times. 
 And so we come to September and our meet in 
District 4.  We are meeting at the Moline home of the 
descendants of another great industrialist, John Deere, 
the inventor of the moldboard plow, among other things.  
It quite literally turned farming into a mass production 
affair instead of a feed the family with what we can grow 
by making little scratches on the Earth’s surface as it had 
been.   
 Back to school, back to modeling, back to meets 
in the IVD,  
 God bless you all.  

Mike Shockley,  
IVD Superintendent 

Information compiled herein is presented to the membership on an “as submit-
ted by the authors” basis, and is assumed complete and accurate by the Editor 
as of the “Deadline For Submissions” date for inclusion in this edition of 
the newsletter, as posted in the previous, most recent edition of the TIME-
TABLE.  Statements contained in this document are strictly the beliefs and/or 
opinions of the writer presenting them and not necessarily those of, or endorsed by, 
the National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) of  Soddy Daisy, TN, USA, its Mid-
west Region ,or its Illinois Valley Division of the NMRA or their officers, agents and 
designates thereof.  Information presented as factual is assumed true and accurate to 
the best knowledge and intent of the presenter of that information, and are 
believed to be such in good faith when accepted for inclusion in this newsletter. 
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PAYMASTER (2017) 
Tom Ludlam 

(309) 244-5900 

paymaster@nmra-ivd.org 

FROM THE EDITOR 

by Minton Dings, MMR 

TWO IMPORTANT 
ITEMS TO REMEMBER 

 

 At the recent Midwest Region Board of Directors 
meeting, May 1, in Madison, Wisconsin, two items of im-
portance were discussed worthy of  members attention. 

Membership Renewal 

 The renewal date found on the NMRA membership 
card is also the final day of membership without renewal.  
Therefore, membership would lapse the next day.  That is 
also the last day that membership benefits  are available to 
members.  That includes such benefits as the “Membership 
Only” site on the NMRA website, advancement in the AP, 
participation in NMRA sponsored activities and a number of 
other benefits.  (Editor:  Whether the membership benefits 
cutoff is actually made that quickly is questionable.)  But the 
point is well made that the renewing member should not wait 
until the renewal date to send their membership fee.  
 

 This is especially important for members of the Illi-
nois Valley Division Board of Directors.  For the division to 
be covered by the NMRA blanket insurance coverage of 
sponsored events, all Board of Directors members have to be 
members of the national organization. 
 

 Therefore, it seems a good plan to actually mail the 
renewal two to three weeks before the renewal date.  Those 
who renew online and use a credit card or PayPal should  
renew at least a few days before the renewal date. 

Achievement Program Records 

 Jim Landwehr, Midwest Region Achievement Pro-
gram Manager, reported that records of the Achievement 
Program in the region before the term of Bill Myers are non-
existent.  Bill started a new method of keeping track pro-
cessing members Achievement Program accomplishments.  
The records, prior to 2002,  cannot be found at this time. 

 Jim wants to reconstruct the records prior to 2002.  
Jim is requesting that those who hold Achievement Program 
certificates which are numbered less than MWR-660 or is-
sued before 2002, e-mail him a copy of the certificate at 
jlandwehr901@yahoo.com.  For those who do not have the 
means to e-mail the copies, they may be mailed to Jim Land-
wehr, 901 South Dunton Avenue, Arlington Heights, Illinois 
60005.  If you hold these Achievement Program certificates, 
he would appreciate your assistance in updating our records. 

 Marion Brasher, who is Master Model Railroader 
#370, reports that none of his certificates from August 1976 
through May 1983 were issued numbers. 

 If you have questions or need help with this issue, 
feel free to contact me at my home telephone number.   

Photo not 
Available 

 

SUPERINTENDENT (2018) 

Mike Shockley 

(309)-697-3242    

superintendent@nmra-ivd.org 

 

ASST. SUPERINTENDENT (2017) and  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Minton Dings, MMR 

 (309)-543-6872     

asst.superintendent@nmra-ivd.org 

 

CHIEF CLERK (2018) 

Gary Baker 

(309)-353-8877  

chief.clerk@nmra-ivd.org 

TRAINMASTERS 

DISTRICT 1 (2017) - Peoria & Tazewell Co. (2017) 

(309)-244-8869 

district1@nmra-ivd.org 

DISTRICT 2 (2018) - Grundy, Livingston, McLean &  

Woodford Co. (2018)  

Jeff Trimble 

(309)585-0509 

district2@nmra-ivd.org 

DISTRICT 3 (2017) - Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall, Put-

nam & Stark Co. (2017)  

Scott Willoughby 

(815)503-4096 

 district3@nmra-ivd.org 

DISTRICT 4 (2018) - Fulton, Henry, Knox, Mercer,  

Rock Island & Warren Co. (2018)  

Jeremy Bubb 

(309)-221-7865    

district4@nmra-ivd.org 

DISTRICT 5 (2017) - Adams, Brown, Cass, Hancock, 

Logan, Mason,  McDonough, Menard, Morgan, Pike, 

Sangamon, Schuyler & Scott Co. (2017) 

(309)547-0312     

district5@nmra-ivd.org 

OFFICERS 

2016 Illinois Valley Division, Midwest Region, NMRA 
Photos by the contributors and editor  

All rights reserved but permission will usually be granted 
Contact editor at asst.superintendent@nmra-ivd.org 
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ILLINOIS VALLEY DIVISION MEET  
September 11, 2016 

  

Butterworth Center located 
Between 11th and 12th Avenue and 8th and 9th Streets 

Moline, Illinois 
 

Doors open at 12:00 pm. The meeting begins at 1:30 pm. 

 The meeting room is in the Deere-Wiman Carriage 
House, 817 11th Avenue, part of the Butterworth Center 
complex. 
 Swap tables are available to members.  There is no 
commercial selling at the Illinois Division meets.  Selling 
is closed at the beginning of the business meeting.   
 There will be a short business meeting followed by 
two clinics.  One clinic will be an Introduction to the 
Achievement Program by Minton Dings.  The other clinic 
will be Using Servos as Switch Machines by Jim Tatum. 
 A tour of layouts will follow.  The layouts will be 
the Dale Frels’ Chicago, Barstow & Quincy Garden Rail-
road, and Jerry Lundeen’s two layouts, an HO scale 
CB&Q and an O scale Southern Pacific.  Maps and in-
structions will be provided. 
 The contests for September will be Hand Laid 
Track and Track Structures, and Buildings Online. 
 A donation of $2.00 per member helps to defray 
division expenses. 
 

50TH ANNIVERSARY HOPPER 
AND BOXCARS    

 The Fifty Year Anniversary cars are still available.  
If you are considering purchasing one or more of these 

IVD cars, you will 
need to purchase 
them soon.  These 
cars have been 
made available to 
the model railroad-
ing community in 
the May 2015 

Model Railroader magazine.  These cars are selling and 
now only about 16 hoppers and 60 boxcars are left. 
 

 Both cars will be for sale at the division event on 
September 11th at the Butterworth Center in Moline.  The 
cost is $20.00 each.   
 

 Those 
who cannot be at 
the meet can or-
der the cars 
through Paymas-
ter Tom Ludlam 
at the McLean 
Depot, 200 East 
Dixie Road, McLean, IL,  61754; 309-244-5900.  The cost 
by mail is $20.00 for each car plus $5.00 shipping, $6.50 
for shipping of two or three cars. 
   

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER 
2016 TIMETABLE 

 

 Articles for the November TIMETABLE need to 
be submitted by September 26, 2016.  Railroad and mod-
el railroad oriented materials are welcomed.  The quality 
and success of an organizational newsletter is greatly en-
riched by the contributions of its members.  We all have 
ideas we can share to enhance the understanding and 
abilities of our members.   Editorial assistance is 
available for those who have an idea and need help with 
composition.  Writing expertise is not necessary.  Submit 
ideas and/or articles to Minton Dings,  at 15548 SR 78, 
Havana, Illinois   62644-6803 or call (309)543-6872 or e
-mail greenriverbranch1957@yahoo.com.  

DIVISION “HANDS ON” LAY-
OUT TO BE SHOWN DURING 

THE SPOON RIVER DRIVE 

 The Illinois Valley Division’s modular “hands 
on” layout for children will be open to the public at the 
depot in Lewistown, Illinois, during the annual Spoon 
River Drive, October 1 and 2 and 8 and 9, 9 am to 5 pm 
each day. 
 Members are needed to help with the setup, 
managing the viewing and use of the layout each day.  If 
you are available to help, contact Jeremy Bubb, 309-221
-7865 or Jim Tatum, 309-338-3622. 
 Set up could be accomplished on Friday evening, 
September 30, if help is available.  
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SPRING VALLEY— MAY 2016 LAYOUT TOUR 
Scott Willoughby — Chicago & Northwestern 

Marion Brasher, MMR, Rock Island 
(including a picture of the former Rock Island Depot in Spring Valley) 



WANDERINGS 
by Marion Brasher, MMR 

 

IN SEARCH OF HOBBY SHOPS 
 

 As you traveled about the country this past sum-
mer, did you have trouble finding a good hobby shop 
dealing in trains?  They seem to be vanishing.  Many 
large cities may be down to one or two shops. 
 Have you taken a copy of Model Railroader or 
Railroad Model Craftsman with you so you could look 
up a shop in the locale of your travels?  I have had the 
opportunity to do such many times over the years. I have 
been disappointed at what I would find.  Sometimes it 
would be a drug store with a six by eight foot train depart-
ment.  WOW!   
 Like many of you, I just have to see the new item 
advertised in the magazines.  What a disappointment to 
find it is not yet available. 
 On a recent trip to Colorado, a visit was made to 
Mecca, Caboose Hobbies, in Denver.  I was looking for 
two items in particular.  One was an out of print book and 
the other was a particular brand of boxcar. 
 Much to my surprise, the book was found; their 
last copy.  The boxcar was another story.  They did not 
have that manufacturer in stock.  Looking around the 
large store, it appears The Valley Roundhouse has a big-
ger selection of HO rolling stock.  When it came to brass 
models, they had almost a half a room full.  Caboose 
Hobbies is a regular stop on my way through Denver go-
ing back over forty years or more.  You will never be dis-
appointed in what you find there. 
 Hobby stores are at the mercy of various manufac-
turers.  The production of items is very limited.  They 
seem to produce what is preordered and little more leav-
ing no in house inventory.  Many items are advertised in 
the magazines with the note,  “See your dealer for ad-
vance reservations,” which may be a year or more away.  
One item that comes to mind is a GP10 now in production 
for over three years.  It may be out as this issue of THE 
TIMETALE goes to press, but don’t hold your breath. 
 There are many items sold out before they can be 
delivered to shops, making customers very unhappy.  A 
number of small manufacturers do use distributors or 
small shops.  Some distributers must think the small 
shops don’t even exist.  
 Most small shops depend on individual customer 
support.  J. Q. Public sees an advertisement in a magazine 
and comes into the shop expecting to find the product.  
The bad news is the product is being announced and will 
be available in six to eight month hence.  As I write this 
note in mid-June, most manufacturers advance reserva-
tions are for February or March of 2017. 
 At current prices most small shops cannot specu-
late that far in advance unless it appears to be a sure thing.  
However, if it is not preordered, you will most likely not 

see it in the local shop.  Then there are some manufactur-
ers who ship only direct to you, cutting out the distributer 
and the local shop.   
 The day of the mass produced line of “blue box” 
type of kits is long past as are entry level trains for the 
younger people.  Kids getting started in the hobby pres-
ently have quite a challenge.  Large chain stores have em-
ployees without any knowledge of model railroading.  
They must look to online outlets for information which 
sometimes can be problematic. 
 In a small shop like mine, my experience goes 
back almost sixty years.  When a person comes in with a 
problem, many times a simple solution can be found 
through my personal or general knowledge.  I tell those 
people I probably have been traveling down the same 
road and hit the same bumps they have. 
 Remember, when you travel, it’s at the small 
Mom/ Pop hobby shops where Model Railroad is spoken.  
 

 Upcoming IVD Schedule At A Glance 
 
 

Doors open at noon, Meetings begin at 1:30 pm. 
 Board of Directors Meetings begin at 10:00 am 
unless otherwise noted.  Members of the IVD are wel-
come to attend Board Meetings. Members do not have 
a vote, but are encouraged to voice their concerns and 
make suggestions.  
 Directions to Lake Whitehurst Club House are: 
Route 29 south from I-474, left at Velde Ford Truck 
Dealership, first right on Susan Hope, immediate left 
down the hill to the club house.  

 

Event, September 11, District 4 
Butterworth Center, Deere-Wiman Carriage House, 

817 11th Avenue, Moline 
Contests:  Hand Laid Track and Trackwork such as 

Switches, etc., and Buildings on Line 
 

Board Meeting, October 1, Lewistown 
8:00 am, Caboose, Lewistown Depot 

 

Event, November 13, District 2 
McLean Christian Church 

110 East Morgan, McLean, IL 
Contests:  Steam Locomotives and  

Traction Locomotives and Cars 
 

Board Meeting, December 10, Pekin 
Lake Whitehurst Club House 

 

Event, January 8, 2017, District 5,   
Location to be Announced 

Contests:  Scratchbuilt—Locomotives and Cars 
Photos of Models 

Board Meeting, February 18, 2017, Pekin 
Lake Whitehurst Club House 

 

Event, March 12, 2017, District 1, Peoria   
ReMax Center, Corner of Knoxville and War Memorial 

Drive, Peoria 
Contests:  Diesel Locos and Kitbashed Locos and Cars 
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POPULAR VOTE CONTEST  
SCHEDULE 

Illinois Valley Division 
2016-2017 

 

 Recently the notification concerning the upcoming 
contests has been made available under the listing of the 
upcoming events in the IVD and in the meeting an-
nouncement with each newsletter.  For the sake of those 
who want to make future plans for entry into contests, be-
low is a two year list of contests.  After the completion of 
the two year cycle, the cycle begins again.   
 Please save this copy of the contest list if you have 
interest in entering contests 
 This list is subject to change if particular contests 
are not entered into by the membership, or if the next As-
sistant Superintendent/Contest Chairman would decide to 
change the contest categories.  Contest category sugges-
tions are always welcomed. 
 

2016  
(and even numbered years) 

September 
 Hand Laid Track and Track Structures  
 Buildings—On Line 
November 
 Steam Locomotives 
 Traction—Locomotives and Cars 

 

2017  
(and odd numbered years) 

January 
 Scratchbuilt—Locomotives and Cars 
 Photos of Models  
March 
 Diesel Locomotives 
 Kitbashed—Locomotives and Cars 
May 
 Buildings—Off Line 
 MOW—Cars, Vehicles and Equipment 
September 
 Photos—Layouts 
 Specialty Railroad Cars, Non-MOW  
November 
 Passenger Cars 
 Bridges 

2018 
(and even numbered years) 

January 
 Scenery — Any Season 
 Kitbashed—Structures  
March 
 Scratchbuilt—Structures 
 Photos of Prototype Railroads 
May 
 Freight Cars 
 Dioramas—On-Line and Off-Line 

CHABGE IN ILLINOIS VALLEY 
DIVISION BYLAWS  

CONCERNING ELECTION BALLOT 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

 Printed below is the part V. of the IVD bylaws  
concerning nominations and elections.  The addition to  
this part is printed in red.  
 

V. NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS 
A. The nominating committee shall consist of: 

1.  The Assistant Superintendent, who shall act 
as chairman. 

2.   Three voting members who are not holding 
office at that time.  These members shall 
be appointed by the Superintendent not 
later than the November Board of Direc-
tors meeting. 

B. The nominating committee shall submit one or 
more nominations for each office due for re-
election.  The list of nominees shall be presented to 
the Division not later than the January meeting.  
Additional candidates may be nominated by Divi-
sion members, either from the floor at the January 
meeting or by submitting a written petition of can-
didacy to the nominating committee prior to the 
January meeting.  The written petition must carry 
at least five signatures of voting Division mem-
bers.  All candidates must express a willingness to 
serve if elected before their names will be placed 
on the ballot. 

C. The election will be by ballot mailed or e-mailed 
with the Division newsletter not later than thirty 
days prior to the date of the March meeting.  A 
voting member shall have the option of returning 
the ballot by mail or bringing the ballot to the 
March meeting.  Any ballots not received prior to 
the conclusion of the March business meeting will 
be null and void, regardless of postmark date. 

D. The ballots shall be tabulated immediately upon 
the conclusion of the March business meeting and 
the winners announced prior to the end of the 
meeting activities. 

E. The candidates receiving a plurality vote shall be 
elected.   

F. The election of Division Officers and Trainmasters 
shall be divided as follows: 

1. The Superintendent, Chief Clerk and 2 
Trainmasters whose district is number is 2 
& 4 in the geographical description of dis-
tricts in Addenda A of these by-laws will 
be elected in even numbered years. 

2. The Assistant Superintendent, Paymaster 
and the other 3 Trainmasters representing 
districts 1, 3 & 5 as set forth in Addenda A 
of these by-laws shall be elected in odd 
numbered years. 
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BACKYARD VIEWS 
by Minton Dings, MMR 

 

 A Note:  (As an additional adventure in my Model 
Railroading journey, I write a monthly column for 
RealRail, a non-profit model railroading educational or-
ganization in Bradenton, Florida, under the label, 
“Thoughts of a Long Time Ferroequinologist.”  Mostly 
these articles have been devoted to model railroad scen-
ery.  If there is interest in this type of information, I can 
include it in THE TMETABLE as space permits.) 
 

 Thinking back to your last trip by train, consider 
what was the view from your window as you entered, 
passed through and left towns and cities.  My experience 
is that from my window I saw fantastic scenery in the 
open country.  But in populated areas, I saw mostly the 
back of buildings and their accumulated parts and pieces, 
many times junk and trash, unlike the mostly tidy borders 
of highways. 
 I notice that the model railroad press tends to 
show railroads right of way as being along neat corroders, 
most often facing the fronts of buildings in the cities and 
villages through which they pass.  There are exceptions, 
notably George Sellios’ famous Franklin & South Man-
chester model railroad.  Not suggesting that the modeler 
invest in that amount of intensive use of detail, but it does 
reflect the reality of the trackside scene.  A good refer-
ence for the F&SMRR can be found in the 1991 book, 
The Fabulous Franklin & South Manchester Railroad, by 
George Sellios with photographs by Dave Frary.  It can 
be found at Amazon Books for about the cost of the origi-
nal publication.  

 

 There is a village on my Green River Branch of 
the Illinois Central which gets good comments by visi-
tors.  My comment is often, “but it looks better than the 
real village; there is not enough trash lying about.”  Real-
izing that residents may have taken better care of their 
property in the 1950’s, the neatness takes away a bit of 
the reality of the scene. 
 On the other hand, unless you have the ability to 
mold some of the parts and pieces necessary to create the 

cluttered look, it becomes expensive to buy what is need-
ed.  There is another modeler in our division, Jim Wise, 
who exclusively models in wood kits.  He is my mentor, 
and tells me that the cost of a craftsman kit he uses is nor-
mally about one third the total cost of a diorama or scene 
in which it sits. Detail parts make up the additional two 
thirds of the cost of the total project. 

 

 Because some of the craftsman kits I have assem-
bled over the years have details which did not fit the 
theme of the scene into which it was set, I have collected 
quite an assortment of parts in my detail drawers.  No bit 
of material which has potential to be details for future use 
is discarded. These come in handy for providing details 
for scratchbuilding.  Keep a scrap box of discarded or 
broken parts.  They may be handy for clutter in some fu-
ture project. 
 Now back to my idea of backyard views from the 
railroad right of way.  I have a scene in my village of 
Central City, Kentucky, which will portray part of the 
business district.  I have a collection of Design Preserva-
tion Model (DPM) I purchased in the late 1970s or early 
1980s that had been put back in a drawer for some future 
project.  One indication of their age is their retail cost of 
between $4.50 to $6.50 each.  Because they are some-
what crude by present day standards, I thought they 
would work well as background buildings. 
 After choosing the walls which would become the 
flats for the backdrop, there were three times as many 
wall parts left.  But, they were sides and backs of the 
buildings.  What to do with these?  It was then that I re-
called the urban scenery I had seen over the years.  The 
backs of buildings! Considering that I had limited space 
between the back wall and the track, I could assemble 
some shallow representations of the back of buildings 
facing the street between them and the background flats.  
Of course there will be some parts, pieces, clutter, and  

 
 

Continued as “Backyard Views”, Page 8 

Notice that the back row of buildings face the dirt 
street, showing their “best side.” 

With neat backyards and no clutter, the scene  
is too clean 
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  Backyard Views continued from Page 7 
 

junk to be viewed from the tracks.  
 At the time this article was written,  this scene 
was not complete as shown in the pictures below.  But 
you can get the idea.  When the scene is completed, I 
will share more photos in a future article.  Here’s for 
hoping the technique works. 
 My initial impression shown in the picture fol-
lowing is that it may not work a s planned.  There are  
three reasons:  (1) The space available is too narrow.  (2) 
The foreground buildings of the scene covers the detail 
of the background buildings beyond what I consider ac-
ceptable.  (3) The foreground buildings could be short-
ened to have less depth.  But the scene is far enough be-
low eye level that the lack of depth of the narrow build-
ings would be obvious. 

 I am not yet done working on the “backyard” 
concept for this scene.  I may try to scratchbuild struc-
tures of the size and character of the middle foreground 
building to replace the larger structures. 

 
THE REVISION—AN UPDATE  

 

 Since this article first was written, much measur-
ing,  figuring, remeasuring, refiguring and rearranging 
of parts with a bit of consternation has resulted in the 
decision that what was hoped for is not to be.  The space 
available is about two inches too narrow.   
 So a team track was be put in front to serve a 
couple of industries which are located just to the right of  
the pictures shown.  My consolation is that I can always 
use one more siding for switching purposes. 
 Oh well, it was fun trying to put together a good 
idea to use to illustrate my point.  I am told that the sign 
of a good modeler (craftsman) is one who is able to ad-
just to the confines of the space available on a layout. 
 

Always be adventurous in your scenery creation. 

Backs of foreground buildings placed into a trial 
configuration.  The foreground buildings are not 

completed and are placed only to show the 
“backyard” scene concept  

Attend a Convention Closer to Home: 
 

ROCK RIVER DIVISION  
TO HOST MIDWEST  

REGION 2017 CONVENTION 
 

 The Rock River Division will be the host for the 
Midwest Region 2017 Convention to be held at the 
Rockford Holiday Inn, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
April 28, 29 and 30, 2017. 
 The Midwest Regional Convention is presented 
as a smaller convention than what one would find at the 
national level, but is presented with the same high qual-
ity as the national event with layout tours, clinics, oper-
ating sessions and the contest and display room.  For 
those with an interest in prototype railroading history, 
there will be a presentation on “Rockford Rail History” 
by Jerry Pyhfer  
 At this time plans are for a Friday night cookout 
at the Rochelle Railroad Park for those who want to ex-
perience the BNSF and Union Pacific up close and per-
sonal.  There will also be programs for the non-rail fam-
ily members. 
 The Rock River area is known for its many fine 
layouts including Joe Whinnery’s C&O Appalachian 
coal hauling layout which was featured on the cover of 
the March 2016 Railroad Model Craftsman magazine.  
Other notable layouts include Mike Schafer’s Illinois & 
St. Louis and Bill Navigato’s HO Chicago, Peoria & 
Southern. 
 (Unofficially, the word is, but not yet in print, 
that the conference hotel rate will be $99.00 per night.) 
 We can be assured that the Rock River Division 
will put on a great convention for the Midwest Region 
come next April. 
 Mark your calendar.  More information will be 
forthcoming soon.   

The revision is not anything like what was planned, 
but sometimes that happens.  A sign of a good mod-
eler is one who can adapt to the confines of space.  
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NMRA PROMOTIONAL  
E-MAILS 

 

 Many of our members, who have shared their e-
mail address with the NMRA, have received a bi-monthly 
eBulletin, called the NMRA InfoNet News.  The following 
article is a copy of the August 2016 issue concerning pro-
motional materials being forwarded to members.  Editor.  
 

A Special Note About the Promotional E-mails You’ll 
be Receiving from the NMRA 

 

 Beginning this August the NMRA will be sending 
all members one promotional announcement per month 
from video production companies who are supporters of 
the NMRA. 
 As we mentioned in the July/August eBulletin, 
these promotional announcements are in exchange for the 
model railroad video production companies donating vide-
os to the NMRA.  In other words, the video production 
companies are giving us educational videos for our website 
for viewing by NMRA members, and we are passing  
along information about those video production companies 
to NMRA members. 
 As the article stated, the NMRA mailing list never 
leaves our hands.  The video companies are sending the 
NMRA the graphics for the e-mails and the NMRA is 
sending out the e-mails, not the production companies.  No 
outside company will ever see your personal information 
or e-mail address, nor  will they be able to use or sell your 
e-mail address.  Your e-mail address remains private and 
in the hands of the NMRA only. 
 There will only be one promotional e-mail per 
month sent to you.  You can choose to click on the link to 
participate in the promotion, delete the e-mail or ignore it.  
You can also opt to unsubscribe from the promotional e-
mails by using the “Safe-Unsubscribe” link at the bottom 
of the promotional e-mail page.  Unsubscribing from the 
promotional e-mails will not affect your subscription to the 
bi-monthly NMRA eBulletin.  In other words, you will re-
ceive the NMRA eBulletin even if you opt to unsubscribe 
from the promotional e-mails. 
 Please note that if you choose to respond directly to 
the video production company’s promotion, you may begin 
receiving e-mail from the production company directly. 
 We think that receiving educational videos for our 
members is a great benefit...one that is well worth the in-
convenience of the one promotional e-mail per month. 
 We hope you take advantage of the special oppor-
tunity by watching and learning from the videos these 
companies are giving us!  The videos will be uploaded to 
our site in a week or so.  To find them, go to the “Members 
Only” portion of the www.nmra.org site and look under 
the “Special Programs” menu found near the top of the 
page.   
 

Gerry Leone, MMR 
NMRA Vice President/Special Projects 

NMRA 2017  
NATIONAL  
CONVEN-

TION 
July 30—August 6, 2017 
The Rosen Plaza Hotel 

Orlando, Florida 

 The 2016 NMRA Convention in Indianapolis 
is now history.  It is not to early to be considering at-
tending the 2017 convention in Orlando, Florida.  The 
convention committee has more than 100 clinics for 
every skill level, 60 layouts built by beginners to Mas-
ter Model Railroaders on tour and prototype tours, in-
cluding Amtrak’s Auto Train terminal in Sanford, 
CSX’s Rockport Yard, the Tropicana Juice Train, The 
NASA Railroad, the home of the Ringling Brothers, 
Barnum and Bailey Circus Train and the Florida Rail-
road Museum, are available to attendees. 

 The convention ho-
tel is The Rosen Plaza.  
Nightly rates are $119.00 
plus tax.  Parking is $13.00 
a day or $20.00 for valet 
service. 
 Less expensive ho-
tels are located within two 

miles on International Drive.  The “I Ride Trolley” is 
available with frequent service of about every twenty 
minutes between 8 am and 10:30 pm. 
 The registration fee is $130.00 for members,  
$65.00 for companions and $35.00 for youth under 18.  
(This is the early registration price and may be higher 
for later registration.)   Keep up to date on prices and 
other information at nmra2017orlando.org/. 
 United Airlines is the official airline for the 
convention offering a 10% discount by using code 
ZX2A.  Amtrak has three arrivals daily; 9 am for The 
Auto Train from Lorton, VA, and the east coast corri-
dor trains, The Silver Star and Silver Meteor, at 10:06 
am and 12:48 pm.   
 Orlando is an ideal place to make the week of  
the convention a family vacation.  Orlando is the home 
of Disney World and all the intrigue of the “magic 
kingdom.”  There are many wonderful places to tour 
along the I-4 corridor from Busch 
Gardens and Sea World in Tampa 
at the west end to Daytona Speed-
way and Kennedy Space Center 
to the east.  There are eight theme 
parks and four major water parks 
in the Orlando area.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR  
MODEL RAILROADERS 

 

Illinois Valley Division Meet, Sunday, September 11, 
2016, Doors open at 12 noon, Meeting at 1:30 pm, But-
terworth Center, 817 11th Avenue, Moline, Division 
Meeting, Clinics, Contests are Hand Laid Track and 
Trackwork (such as Switches, etc.), and Buildings on 
Line.  A Layout Tour will follow the meeting.  Dona-
tion—$2.00. 
 

Great Midwest Train Show, Sunday, September 11, 
October 9, November 13, 2016, 9 am to 3 pm, DuPage 
County Fairgrounds, 2015 Manchester Road, Wheaton, 
IL, Admission $7.00, Kids under 12 free.  Spouses Free 
Coupon available on-line, Wheelchair Accessible, Park-
ing Free. 
 

14th Annual Kettle Moraine Ballast Scorchers Rail-
road Club Train Show & Swap, Sunday. October 9, 
2016, Washington County Fair Park, 3000 Pleasant Val-
ley Road, West Bend, WI, 9 am to 3 pm, Admission Do-
nation of $3.00, children under 12 free with paid adult, 
free with military ID.  Wheelchair accessible and free 
parking.  
 

25th Annual Chicago Railroadiana and Model Train 
Show, Sunday, October 16, 2016, 10 am to 3 pm, Kane 
County Fairgrounds, 525 South Randall Road, St. 
Charles, IL, Admission $6.00, children under 12 free.  
Wheelchair accessible, no parking fee information. 
 

Model Train Show & Swap Meet, Sunday. October 23, 
2016, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm, Gov. Small Memorial Park 
Civic Center, 803 South 8th Avenue, Kankakee, IL, Ad-
mission-$3.00.  More info. 815-465-2420 or e-mail—
daswoodwerkhaus@yahoo.com. 
 

31st Annual Dubuque Model railroad Show and Swap 
Meet,  Sunday, November 6, 2016, 10 am to 4 pm, Dubu-
que County Fairgrounds, 14569 Old Highway Road, 
Dubuque, IA, Admission $4.00, children $1.00, Wheel-
chair Accessible, no parking fee information. 
 

Trainfest 2016, Saturday and Sunday, November 12 & 
13, 2016, Wisconsin State Fair Park Exposition Center, 
8200 West Greenfield Avenue, West Allis, WI, Admis-
sion $15.00 ($12.00 in advance on-line), children 4 to 
through 12 $5.00 ($3.00 in advance on-line), children 3 
and under are free.  Wheelchair accessible.  There is a 
parking fee, fee not listed.  
 

Illinois Valley Division Meet, Sunday, November 13, 
2016, Doors open at 12:30 pm, Meeting at 1:30 pm, 
McLean Christian Church, 110 East Morgan Street, 
McLean, IL, Division Meeting, Clinics, Contests are 
Steam Locomotives, and Traction Locomotives and Trac-
tion Cars.  A Layout Tour will follow the meeting.  Do-
nation—$2.00. 
 

Danville Train Show, Saturday, November 19, 2016, 

Hendricks County Fairgrounds, Old US-36 at County 
Road 200 East, Danville, IN, Admissiion $3.00, Family 
$5.00. 
 

Peoria Train Fair, Sunday, November 20, 10 am to 3 
pm, Illinois Central College, Rt. US-24, east of IL-116, 
East Peoria. Admission $3.00, children under 12 free 
with an adult.  Free parking, handicap accessible.  
 

Collinsville, IL Great Train Show, Saturday and Sun-
day, November 26 & 27, 2016, 10 am to 4 pm daily, 
Gateway Center, 1 Gateway Drive, Collinsville, IL.  Ad-
mission fees are listed at TrainShow.com, Wheelchair 
accessible, free parking. 
  

Springfield Train Fair, Sunday, March 19, 2017, 10 am 
to 4 pm, Orr Building, Illinois State Fairgrounds, 801 
East Sangamon Avenue, Springfield, IL, Admission 
$5.00, Children under 11 free.  Early Bird shopping 
starts at 9 am for an additional $5.00 fee.  Wheelchair 
accessible and parking is free. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
TO REHIBILITATE THE 

CHILLOCOTHE DEPOT MODEL 
RAILROAD 

 

 The Old Rock Island Depot Museum needs help 
in rehabilitating its DC HO model railroad located in the 
depot’s freight room.  Areas of need include the layout 
scenery, engines, cars and the electrical control system. 
 The depot was one of the seven stops on the Peo-
ria and Bureau Valley Railroad (P&BVRR) organized in 
1851 and built in 1853.  The P&BVRR became part of 
the Chicago Rock Island and Pacific Railroad.  Presently 
the line is part of the Iowa Interstate system.  The depot is 
no longer serving the railroad, but was acquired by the 
Chillicothe Historical Society in 1982 and is presently 
used as a museum. 
 The curator, Bob Barbier, is functioning as a com-
mittee of one.  Bob states that any help would be greatly 
appreciated.  He can be contacted at (309)696-7337 or 
rockislanddepotmuseum@gmail.org.  Pictures of the lay-
out can be seen at the museum’s website, chillicothe his-
torical.org. 
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YOUR PERSONAL LAYOUT OR 
BUSINESS AD CAN APPEAR HERE 

 

 You are encouraged to place an ad for your 
layout or business in THE TIMETABLE.  The ad will 
be published 5 times a year, January, March, May, 
September and November.  Business card sized per-
sonal ads are $5.00 and business ads are $12.50 and 
$25.00 for business card x2 size per year.  Help is 
available to design an ad.  Website ads are also availa-
ble. 

 GREEN RIVER BRANCH 
Kentucky Division 

Illinois Central Railroad 
1957 

Minton Dings, MMR 
15548 State Route 78 

Havana, Illinois  62644 
(309)543-6872 

Affiliated with: 
Illinois Valley Division, NMRA 
National Model Railroad Association 
Illinois Central Historical Association 
GM&O Historical Association 
Illinois Central RR Heritage Association 

e-mail:  greenriverbranch1957@yahoo.com 
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IVD TIMETABLE 
Minton Dings, Editor 
15548 State Route 78 
Havana, Illinois  62644-6803 
 
POSTMASTER: 
Return Service Requested 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
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